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LONG-TERM GOALS
To determine the impact of the time-varying larger-scale regional oceanographic and atmospheric conditions on the Philippine Archipelago strait dynamics, as well as on the basin-wide archipelago ocean mixing and ocean-atmosphere interaction processes.
OBJECTIVES
To identify the oceanographic stratification and shear conditions during different monsoon and interannual time periods within the Philippine Archipelago region in order to assess the potential impact on the smaller-scale dynamical processes.
APPROACH
Regional CTD and Lowered ADCP [CTD/LADCP] observations analyzed within the context of global data sets.
WORK COMPLETED
Background data analysis on the Philippine Archipelago region is continuing using global satellite and tide gauge data sets. Analysis of the June-July 2007 Philippine Exploratory Cruise CTD and LADCP observations has begun. 
RESULTS
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IMPACT/APPLICATIONS
The larger-scale stratification and shear of the water column throughout the Philippine region reveal the boundary conditions that can impact strait dynamics. The exceptionally warm ocean surface conditions observed during the June-July 2007 Exploratory Cruise may be important in understanding the full range in variability, yet to be observed, throughout the region.
